SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC

J050 K S1. N.W., Suire 101
wasHiNGToN, DC 20007-5108 o
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325 Y N RS o | LE "
Fax: 202-295-3854 7 %."QL/ Y ‘ \"“-'.;-
SEONEY L. STRICKLARND, Ry (:,'?2 / i g

SHREY. STRICKLANDERS TRICKLANDRLLC.COM

March 15, 2007

Vernon A, Williams, Secretary
Surface Transportation Board

Case Control Unit, Suite 713

1925 K Street, N. W,

Washington, DC 20423-0001 P

Re:  STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X} BNSF Railway Conpany—
Abandonment Exemption — in Swift County, MN

Dear Secretary Williams:

Enclosed please find an original and 10 copies of the Veritied Notice of
Exemption under 49 C.F.R. 1152.50 for filing with the Board in the above-referenced
matier.

Also enclosed is a check in the amount of $3,100.00 for the filing fee.

Very truly yours,
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BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY -
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION —
IN SWIFT COUNTY, MN
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DOCKET NO: ABG» _\{"‘s
(SUB. NO. 449\:) — ”

VYERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
UNDER 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50

BNSF RAHLWAY COMPANY
2650 Lou Menk Drive

P.O. Box 96157

Fort Worth, TX 76161-0057

By: SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR
ELIZABETH E. WAITE
SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES
3050 K Street, N.W.,
Suite 101
Washingten, DC 20007
(202) 3381325

Aftorpeps for BNSF Railway Company

DATE FILED: March 15, 2007
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY --
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -- DOCKET NO. AB-6
IN SWIFT COUNTY, MN (SUB. NO. 449X)

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
UNDER 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50

BNSF RAULWAY COMPANY (BNSF) (“Applicant™} files this Veritied Notice

of Exemption under 49 C.F.R. 1152 Subpart F- Exempt Abandonments

Statton 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near Appleton in Swift County,
Minnesota (the “Line™), a total distance of (.54 miles.
‘The Line is depicted in a map that is attached to this Notice as Appendix 1.

Responses to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(2):

1. Proposed consummation date for the abandonment.
The proposed consummation date of this abandonment will be at least 50 days
from the filing date of March 15, 2007, which is May 4, 2007,
. Certification required in 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(h)
The required certification is attached hereto as Appendix 2.
HL Information required by 49 C.F R § 1152.22(a)(1-4), (7) and (8} and (e)(4).
(a) General

{1 Exact name of Applicant.

STB Docket No, AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X)
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(2)

(7)

(8)

(eX4)

BNSF Railway Company (BNSF).

Whether applicant is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49
U.S.C. Subtitle IV, Chapter 105.

Applicant is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49 U.S.C.
Subtitle IV, Chapter 103.

Relief sought (abandonment of line or discontinuance of service}.
BNSF seeks 10 use the class exemption from Surface
Transportation Board approval authorizing the abandonment of the
Swift County Line specified above.

Detailed map of the subject line.

See Appendix 1.

Name, title and address of representative of applicant to whom
correspondence should be sent:

Sidney L. Strickland, Jr.

Sidney Strickland And
Assaciates, PLLC

3050 K Street, N.W.

Suite 101

Washington, DC 20007

(202) 338-1325

Attorney for BNSF

List of all United States Postal Service ZIP Codes that the line
traverses.

The Line traverses United States Postal Service Zip Code 56208,

Statement of whether the properties proposed to be abandoned are
suitable for other public purposes, including roads or highways,
other forms of mass transportation, conservation, energy
production or transmission or recreation. If the applicant is aware
of any restriction on the title to the property, including any

4 T8 Docket Ne. AB-6 (Sub. Mo, 448X)



reversionary interest, which would affect the ransfer of title or the
use of properiy for other than rail purposes, this shall be disclosed.

The properties of the proposed abandonment appear to be
appropnate for other public purposes. Based on information in our
possession, there are no federally granted rights-of-way within the
corridor. Any documentation in the railroad's possession will be
made available promptly 1o those requesting il.
1IV.  Level of Labor Proteciion.
The interests of railroad employees who may be adversely affected by the
propased abandonment will be adequately protected by the tabor
protective conditions set forth in Oregon Short Line RR Co. -
Abandonment - Goshen, 360 1L.C.C. 91 (1979).

V. Certification that Applicants have complied with the notice requirements of 49
CFR $§ 115250di(T) and 1105.11.

The required certifications are set forth in Appendix 3 to this Notice of

Exemption.

V1. Environmental and Historic Reports.
A combined Environmental and Historic Report is attached to this

Notice of Exemption as Appendix 4.

5 STB Docket No. AB§ (Sub. No. 449X}



Respectfully submitted,

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
2650 Lou Menk Drive

P.O. Box 96157

Fort Worth, TX 76161-0057

By: ﬂII)NLY L.ST RJCKLANja’ JR
~"ELIZABETH E. WAITW/
SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES
3050 X Street, N.W.,
Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007
(202) 338-1325

Attorneys for BNSE Railway Company

DATE FILED: March 15, 2007
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APPENDIX 1

Detailed Map of the Line
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APPENDIX 2

Certification Required in 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b)



VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION THAT RAIL LINE MEETS
CRITERIA OF 49 C.F.R. SECTION 1152.50(b)

1, Susan Odom, B&ii "'g duly sworn depose and state that, as Manager, Network Strategy in
m |||||u

the Network Develapment.depamnent of the BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”), ] am

authorized to make this verification, and that [ have read the foregoing Notice of Exemption and

know the facts asserted therein are true and accurate as stated to the best of my knowledge

information, and belief.

In accordance with 49 C.F.R.§ 1152.50(b), [ hereby certify that, with respect to the line
!h .

which’is the subject of the Notice of Exemption filed in Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 449X), no

focal traﬁ" ic has moved on the line for at least two (2) years prior to the date hereof. Also, any

'1|l' o o | sk,
.

I'IIHIIHHICQ on the Line (or a State or local government entity acting on behalf of such

user of rati

user) regarding cessatnon of service over the Line either is pending with the Surface

Transportation Board or any U.S. District Court or has been decided in favor of a complainant

withih the two-year period.
The foregoing certification is made on behalf of BNSF by the undersigned after due and

careful investigation of the matters herein certified and based on the best of the knowledge,

information, and belief of the undersigned

(] waym

Susar-Odom
Manager, Network Strategy

Subscribed and sworn to
before me the [J% day of MAREH | 2007,
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APPENDIX 3

Certifications that Applicant Has Complied with the Notice
Requirements of 49 C.F.R. 1152.50(d)(1) and 1105.11



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1), the undersigned hereby certifies that notice
of the proposed abandonment in Dockel No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) was maited via first
class mail on March 2, 2007 to the following parties:

Minnesota Public Utilities Commuission Military Traffic Management Control
121 7th Place E., Suite 350 Attn: Railroads for National Defense
Saint Paul, MN 35101-2147 720 Thimble Shoals Bouwlevard, #130

Newport News, VA 23606-2574

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Chief of the Forest Service

4" Floor N.W., Yates Building
201 14" Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250

UL.S. Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Recreational Resources Assistance Ihvision
1849 C Street, NW

Washington D.C. 20240-0001

Robert J. Rickert

Rail Bank and Abandonment Coordinator
Minnesota Department of Transportation
395 John Ireland Boulevard

St. Paul, MN 55155-1899

Dated March 15, 2007

A e
Fr " . L
Sidney L. Strickland, Jrj#
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CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE NEWSPAPER
PUBLICATION REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 49 C.F.R. § 1105.12

The undersigned certifies that a “Notice of Intent to Abandon Rail Service” was
published in the form prescribed by the Board for out of service abandonment
exemnptions. The notice was published one time in the following newspaper of general
circulation in Swift County, Minnesota: Swiff County Monitor-News. Publication of the

notice was accomplished on March 14, 2007. A copy of the publication is attached.

ﬁ A
! iy
,,,,, Z e
/

neriin s

“a]dn&ﬂ Strickland, Jr. s
Sidney Strickland and Associates, {{.,LC.
----- 3050 K Street, NW

Suite 101

Washington, DC 20007
Phone: (202) 338-1323
Fax: (202) 295-3854

STE Docket No. AB-6 (S, M. #48X)
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bt b st a1 hE PR WHISINAL
CREDITOR WiITHIN THE Tital PROVIDED BY
LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.
NOTICE 13 HEREBY GIVEN. thal nefaul has
etautredd in congilions of the feliowing described

mmiﬂ%ej
DATE OF MORTGAGE: July 24, 2003

MORTGAGORS: Qonald Apspaard and
Jeangtte Agsgaard, dusbend and wile.

MORTGAGEE. Comemunity Firgt Matonat
Bank rha Bank pf thd West,

CATE AND PLACE OF RECORDING. Re.
chrgeg July 30, 2003, Hwit Couty Recorder,
Rocumant Mo, 214427, :

ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE: NONE

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY,
Sltuated n the County of Switt ard Slale of
Minngscla All v pant of the Rortheas 174 of
1he norbwest U4 of Laction 5. Township 124
nonh, ringe 3% wast, descibad 4% fotows, 1o.
wil: CorunBnoing at U sodhwest damar of tloth
numbaret 12 Lynn Park Adadtion 1o Benson:
thenca norh 23 degress srat 1852 faet 1o the
pont ol Deginming, thenue tors twenty three
gogrecs eanl 145.2 fept: thence nas! 23 degraes
south 174 feal 809 & Incnes lo the nerth ang
HOUTh guivter ine: ihenck Sguth along the nenn
ang sauth guarter ling 153 fawt: thence west
23 dagrees nonth 4 23 foet Bad 10 mehes lo he
blalce ol begirning. cortalnlng 116 acicy mare
or less.

COUNTY IN WHICH PRORPERTY (5 LO-
CATED: Swift

QRIGINAL PRINCIFALAMOUNT OF MORT-
GAGE: §25.000.00

AMOUNT QUE AND CLAIMED TO 8E QUE
AS OF DATE OF NOTICE INCLUDING YAXES,
IF ANY, PAID 8Y MORTOAGER: 520,802,185

That prior to Ihe commencemen! of this
mongage foreciosurd proceading Morlgagess
Astignae of Borigagie compigd with all aotice
requirments a9 reyuired by stalute: That no
acilon or procesdng has been nslifvied 8 faw
or atieewld e to rechiver the cept aetuares by said
mertgige, ar gry Dan theceof,

RSUANT 1z ha poerr ol sals sontained in
seid mongags, the anove descnted Hoperty will
se soid by they Bhedt of geid county as toffows:

DATE AND YIME OF SALVE: Apri 12, 2007 at

00 AM
PLACE DF BALE: Shanrls DHice, Law En-
forcament Canet, Benson, MN

10 pay 1he dabt then secured by &aid Mori-
gage. andiaxes. il any, on 2aid premises, and the
cos grd dishurssemants, including attorneys’
fees allowat by law gulject 1o redemstion within
alx (6 monthg from (ne date of said sale by the
rprigaae (s, thelr parsonal reprad entstives or
ASHIPNE,

CRYGAGOR{E, RELEALED FROM

FINANCIAL OBLIGATION OGN MORTGAGE:

Noneg

“THE TWAE AL, OWEDQ BY LAW FOR REDEMP.
TIGN BY THE MORTGAGOR, THZ MORT-
GAGOR'S PERSONAL RIEFRESENTATIVES
DR ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE
WEEKS 1F & JULHGIAL ORDER 15 ENTERED
UNDER MINNESOTA STATUTES, SECTION
5820373, DETERMINING, &MONG OTHER
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED PREM-
[SES ARE rMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL
DWELLING CF LESS ThAN FIVE UNITS. ARE
NOT PROPERTY USED iN AGRICVITURAL
PRODUCTION, AND ARE ARANDONED.
Dateg: 22307

10

Bar of the West
Maetga ssihﬂsranae of Morgages
LESET & WEINGARLGTN PP
By: Paul &, Weingarden
Altorneys lor MortysyresAssignes of Mort.

Eugae
SQ0 Park Glan Roag 9120
Minsgapois, MN 5541
&95.’2) 925.8888

584

67700097
THIS 18 A COMMUNICATION FALM A DEBT
LOLLBCYODA,

&-28-6¢

. PUBLIC NOTICE
_ Residents of Bangon are rargby sntified that
in azcordorce with Spctwn 92.43,-of the Ordi-
nanch Code of Henson 31 weatu A0 grays sre
declarad 1 B 3 putly cussance i they are al-
tawat 1§ getve 10 3 hpight oF 12 inches or mire.
Fne owre: shall abate of prévent &UCh
nUIBERCE B thil propecty snd on the land
eutpide the traveled pomion ol the strewt of ak
ley atwtting on such propedy or the Giy sheb
cause ANl weeds o grasses 10 e destroyes
althe £apunse ohihe gener and f il paig. the
thargs for such work will by mate ¥ speCs as.
sesymnent 2gagT the property concaimed and
coligcted with the taxes No furthir nofcg 10 the
proparty Swnee Bnall g nacessary Aoy qing o
ihe Crdinance. ~
Oated: Maich 7, 2007
fof Glen Fedoraon

320-843-3246

v gy T LT R DMANICINAE,
SHEE°C, gower tanalormers, 115 kY 1y 13.8
YIT.97 KV with LTC and acceasorios,

_ The above agquipment shall b in Actordance
with the speciications and prapossd Torm of
gontract ngw on Me in the Clly Officed of said
City of Bensan, Minpasota, by this reference
thade a pan fargol e mough hully sot ol Bno
incorporatad hareis,

All bidg shall bi maxde on big forma furtshed
by the Erginear and ahpll e scrompanied by
o0 3ecorily 0 B form of g canitllad chack o

o bord, madle puvable to the Cliy of Bsnson,
in the ameunt of tan percent [10%) of tha bid,
which seturity becarmes the property of the City

af Bangan in tha event the succesnful biddar taily
I snter ints 8 contratt and posl 2 satisfadiery
Perlgimance Boad,

Wsterial aupbhers Sasifng & topy ol the pro-
prEsi forms and apecificatkons for individugl uas
may cdslain Iham Form the gice of Devild Grent
Ferkert and Associsias Company, Enginaars,
Rock Repids, lowa, Wiephone {?12) 473-2531,
tax {712) 472-2710, webslte www.dgrmat.com,
a-mail dgrdgdgrmat cam, no daposit FHQUIrN.

Payrrenl 10 thee Supplier lor the squipment
shall g made on the baais of gne hurndrad par-
cen( (100%) of the basa bid for the squipmant,
wilhin 30 vays of recalpt of the equipmént in
accaptetle candilan, fiald leatng, tos) reporte,
gl Gngl drawings as nedtifled by 1he Enginesd,
Iess caltuiaiad panaRies, ;

Cwtivary of thir powar transtormory. is desirad
1D be no aarliér than Janyary 15, 2008 snd na
Iadgs then Janumry 31, 2008, i

The Gty of Bangon resarves the right 1o dofor
acteptance of ary proposal for & piavied nol o
evceqd thirty [I0) days afer the date propassls
arg recelved and no propogal bi Wbtk wn
during this perieg, The Clty of Bengon elso
fesarvad the dght 1o seinct tny o all bide and
amer intg suoh contract e It shull daam to bem
the bas! interest of tha Cry of Bansan.

5 Pt Kitleisen
Mayor
Adtest; /g Glan Pegersan
ity Clerk
A0

STH Qocket No. AB-S (Sul, o, 449X
NOTICE OF INTENT TO ABANOON RAIL

SERVICE .

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY (BNSF) gives
RONCE {nat on ot Aot Mareh 13, 2007, fintends
10 e with the Surface Transporation Board (the
Bpard), Waanin‘ugwn. D, 20421, 8 nolics of ex-
BMTHON vndtier 8% CFR 1152 Subpart F - Exampl
Abandesments petmitting the abandonment of
the 0.4 mites of raiiroad bne between Enginear.
ing Station 4 + 00 and Enginearlyy Station 28
+ &1, near Appleton in Swifl County, Minnasota.
The rail line trgvarses througn Wnited Slates
Postal Setvice Zip Cogda 58206, The pracesding
will pe docketed a5 5TE Dockat No. AB-6 (Sub.
e, 44901,

The Board's Seclion ol Environementsd
Anatysis {FEA) will ganergily peapine an Envi-
ronimental AszasETENt [EA), which will normaty
be avallabe 25 tays after the Rling of lhe notice
of exemption, Comménts on anvieonmantal
and nneﬂq‘ mattar s shauld b figd na later than
4 days aiter e EA bacomes avalsble o e
pulic ang wifl b adcnotsed in a Buard decision,
Intergsind persone may obiain & copy of (he EA
o7 make Inguirio regarding aneironmantsl met-
s Dy wriling to the Saction af Erviranmantal
ﬁnalz_sis {SEA). Surage Trunsporation Board,
Washingion, X 30423 or by calling that office
226651545,

Appropriate offers of inancial a3sistanice 1o
conlinug rail secvice can be fied with the Board.
Faguests for enviigemantal congiions, pubhic
wae (onditions, or rail bankinghralls use e
tan be filed with the Buard. An vrigingl and
10 copies of eny pleading that raises mealters
oiher thgn anviconmantal wsues (such 4o ralis
uge . pubiic use, and offerg ol finAncial asyls-
lange) must by filag ﬂimcﬂg with the Board'y
Qffica of the Secralery, 1925 K Sires) MW
Waghingtan, OC  204723-0001 [Seq 49 CFR
1104104} ang 1104.3(a]], and 4né cupy Must
by gorved on applfcante reprocantative (See
A9 GFR 1104 .2(0). Quesbons regerding of-
fora (f finantial 3Ssstancs, publlc use, or tradlg
uye Mmay pr direciéd o the Board's Office of
Congressional ang Public Services 8 202-565-
1592, Cogiee of any commanis b raousats fae
congllitng shawd e served en iha Bpphcant's
representativi Sidnay L. Strickisnd, Jr.. Sidnay
Sirickland and Associaiea, PLLC, 3050 K Straat
N\, Suite 101, Washingtor, OC, 20007.5108,
(202} 3381325,
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MONITOR MNEWS

Faaneg WL I LD 1L DENYY 1A
TOWNSHIP OF CAMP LAKE [122) RANGE (38
Lovise Fary elal - comm at @ plon the N ling |
Tonya Lamb 8 Matania Sorsnson - X SE 1/4 ol SER4
Toarya Lamb & Melania Saranson - FT8E (1218
Lovise Ferry algl - NE (i4-NE 1/4
Louise Farry oiz; QMNM of Nw1id }1 [
Cusne Joby Wi PT NEM of NE 114
CABHEL TOWNSIHIP 120 RANGE 30
Jarpeve B Sehater - P1NE 14 of MEYA
CLONTARF TOWNSHIP 1212 FANGE 40
Lealig A and Kathiyn £, Goff - SEV/4
Lenlis A and Kathryn [, Golf - w172 of NE 1743
Michasl Stiaran otal - SE14
TOWNSHIP OF DUBLIN 120 RANGE 2B

James [} and Cignne J. Marguard? - 1L SW1A of S84

Ly Lindbyrg - NE1/4
Jaromw and Pamgla Scnafer - 51/2 of BE1/4
TOWNSHIP OF EDISON 120 RANGE 42
Jiumioy A, Vanderways! - PT NE 14 big at the Nw
Mark Sachs - Pt SW 114 of SW/4
Robet G, Moa, Jr. - That ptof the 312 of Sec 20 [F
Eric James Carison - That pt of the M2 of the smr
Emadt G. Sarengen, Jr, - Eag at @ pt 10 chains
FAIRFIELD TOWNSHIP 122 RANGE 42
Wallar Beyar Trust - BE 1/4
Valter Beyar Trust - BWH4 of WU
HEGBERT TOWNSHIP 122 FANBGE 43
Wailter R and Lorelyn Essip - P SE14 T BW 1A
Denniy and Daren Lehna - SEt/4 of NE /4
Qonnia ang Daran Leine - NW1/4
WILDARE TOWHEHIP 121 ARANGE 28 ‘
John Hoster, Jr. - RLet ihe 5172 of the NE 14 1
Michan! Patrick Sannott - £172 of E172 of NW 14
81X MILE GROVE TOWNSHIF 129 RANGE 40
David 8acene - Pt NE 174 of NE1H
Oavid Bacgng - FIMNEUL al REA

David and Jesnetia Barens - All that gan of the S1/2-NE14

David and Jeanatts Barane - i SW4 QL SEV4

David and Jeanelto Harens - All tnaf pf of tha N1/2-Nifd

Michast Colting - W1/2-SwW 174
David and Jeanatis Berena - NH2 of 3814
Michas| A. Colling - 8112 of SE 10 of SE1/4
Michaw 8. Colitns « £1/2-NW 174
Todd ang Jannifer Gailing - SWid of Nw1/4
Todd Golling - SiV1id of NWiM
Richard and Mary Lou Jahnsar -
SWENDDA TOWNSHIP 120 RANGE 40
Shaila Reinke - Pt 5412 of NEY/a
TARS TOWNSHIP 122 RANGE 41
Showalier Farms - Pt NW1/d comm at NW cor
TORNIMG TOWNSKIP 121 RANGE 29
Shirley Venwishie - Pt £1/2 of 3E 1A
Norsn Baneon LLE - PLwA 2 of NWh/d
Becky Man Ma#t - P AW of NWid
Heuky Mas Maat - PHW/Z of U4
Thpka T Farms - PYNWIAQ ot Nyt
Triple 7 Farms - SW1d
WESTBANE TOWNSHIP 120 RANGE 41
Liltian Hagen Bangheimer - N1/Z of N2 of SW1dk
Johe and Chris Andriewy - Comnm at BW Oor of Sec M
Lillen Hagen Barlelhaimar - F1 SEUA of BE 14
Lilian Hagen Bartelheimes - Pt SE14 of SE 14
Kevin and Dawn Ramund - M SEV4 of SEH4
Lillan Hagen Barteiheimer - Pt SE1/4 of SE14
Lillian Hagen Bangheimer - E1ig of S/
APPLETON CITY ROBINSGNS ADDTION
Blio Vang - P1 ol 1 bty §
Linde Holzhegimer - BL ot 37 ang 38
Lee-Cer Trust - B ot 37 and 35 .
Gragory L and Gila A Roberaon - N1/2 of 1ol 1 and ot 4
Cormnmunity Ranial Ass! Invest - Lot 18 bk 12
Shalie M Patarson - N 25N ot SE0 4,
Virginia Holland - Lot 10 blk 14
APPLETOR CITY ROBINSON'S 4TH ADDITION
Duwayng Nohraribarg - N 67 # of Jats 17 theu 20
Algn D, Reangean - N 55" lota 17 hry 20
Matchs § Varbrissen - Bep 112 ft, W of NE cor
Krik Ann Halle - Lt £3 thra 15 bik 332
AL wADDITON
Jgenifer Langerdd - Ptois 10 11 and 12 bik 1
H & DADGITION
FRobar 4 Jonneosn « Lt 1 4m 5 abg § ik Y
James and Lindt Wannabe « LU 4 Bl 3
Eide Matattycla Sales - L1 S bk 3
Eidd Molercycte Saes - L18 bk 3

| 144

PAGE

Eld& Moioroycte Sales - LYY bik 3

Roger and Ronakd Monson - § 50 e 2 ang 3 bk 5

Konmni L and Robert Redrigues - W2 of LE4 bik B

Chetes A Larsan Ked - W aS of Lta 3.3, 5 end 7, bk 8

Gale ) Torgerson - Lis 13, 16 and 17 &k 14

Gall M Brakke « Lts 14 arg 15, ik 14

Gary Gunbar ang Tricia Simpacn Lis 8 and 9 bik 16

Williern J and Malanie Stegoar - LIs 11 and T4 bik 1§
PILLSBURY ADDITION
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CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO 49 C.F.R.1105.7(c) and 8(¢c)

BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”), by and through its awthortzed representative, Sidney L.
Strickland, Jr., certifies that on February 21, 2007, BNSF sent copies of the foregoing
Environmental and Historic Reports by first class mail to the following apencies:

Ms. Victoria Rutson Robert J. Rickert

Chief, SEA Rail Bank and Abandonment Coordinatoy
Surface Transportation Board Minnesota Department of Transportation
1925 K Street, N.W. 395 John Ireland Boulevard

Washington D.C. 20423-6001 St. Paul, MN 55]155-1899

Minnesota DNR Scott Collins, Director

Division of Lands and Minerals Swift County Environmental Services
Attn: Kathy Lewis 1000 Industrial Drive

500 Lafayette Road P.O. Box 288

St. Paul, MN 55155-4045 Benson, MN 56215

William Lorenzen, Environmental Review/Justice  Patrick G. Carroll, Senior Realty Officer

Coordinator U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 3
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service BHW Federal Building

375 Jackson Street, Swite 600 One Federal Drive

Saint Paul, MN 35101-1854 Fort Snelling, MN 55111-4056

Marcia Sieckman

Robert J. Whiting U.S. Bureau of Land Management Eastern States
U.S. Army Engineer District, St. Paul Milwaukee Field Office

190 Fifth St. East 626 F. Wisconsin Ave.

St. Paul, MN 55101-1683 Suite 200

Milwaukee, W1 53202-4617

Kenneth Westlake, Chief

.8, Environmental Protection Agency, Region §
Metcal{ Building

Office of Strategic Environmental Analysis

77 West Jackson Boulevard

Mailcode: B-194

Chicago, 1L 60604

Steve Colvin

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
500 Lafayetie Road

St. Paul, MN 55155-4040

Robert Maydwell Ms. Britta L. Bloomberg,

National Park Service Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
Midwest Region Minnesota Historical Society

601 Riverfront Drive 345 W, Kellogg Blvd.

Omaha, NE 68102-4226 St. Paul, MN 55102-1906
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Swift County Board of County Commissioners
301 14" Street North County Courthouse
Benson, MN 56215-1106

Minnesota Board of Water and Soif Resources
520 Lafayette Road North
Saint Paul, MN 55155

Minnesota Department of Administration
200 Administration Building

50 Sherburme Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55155

Mike Johnson

Swift County Parks, Drainage and Wetlands
1635 Hoban Avenue, Box 241

Benson, MN 56215

The required cover letters (pursuant 1o 49 C.F.R.

Lawrence Zdon

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road N.

St. Paul, MN 55155-4194

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Geodetic Survey

1315 East-West Highway

Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282

Roman A. Fidler, Clerk/Treasurer
City of Appleton

323 West Schlieman Avenue
Appleton, MN 56208

Skip Wright, Area Hydrologist
MN DNR Division of Waters
Box 457

Spicer, MN 56288

1105.1 1) are attached hereto. BNSF has

consulted with all appropriate agencies in preparing the reports.

7 Sldnay l/ﬁtrlckl.md Jr.
Sidney’ Strickland and Associates, PL L g
50K St N.W.,

Suite 101

Washington, D.C. 20007

[
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY --

ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION - DOCKET NO. AB-6

IN SWIFT COUNTY, MN {SUB. NQ, 449X}

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
2650 Lou Menk Ihive

P.O. Box 96157

Fort Worth, TX 761610037

By: SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, IR,
FLIZABETHE. WAITE

SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES
3050 K Street, N.W_, Suite 101

Washington, DC 20607

(202) 338-1325

Attorneys Jor BNSF Railway Company

DATED: February 21, 2007
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY --
ABANDONMENY EXEMPTION -- DOCKET NO. AB-6
IN SWIFT COUNTY, MN (SUB. NO. 449X))

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS
(49 C.F.R. 1105.7 AND 49 C.F.R. 1105.8)

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7 and § 1105.8, BNSF Railway Company (BNSF)
(referred to as “Applicam™) hereby files Environmental and Historic Reports. These
Reports constitute Applicant’s assessment of the environmental effects and historic effects
of abandonment of rail service on the involved rail line. Persons who review these
Reports are entitled to provide comments to the Surface Transportation Board (STB).
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), 1925 K Street, N.W., Suite 500, Washington,
DC 20423, There is information in the Applicant’s files to indicate that the rail line
covered by these Reports does not contain any federally granted rights-of-way.

See 49 C.FR. § 1152.60(d). These Reports have been prepared in conjunction with the
prospective filing of a Notice of Exemption for abandonment of the involved rail line.
STB regulations provide that the Notice of Exemplion canncﬁ be filed until at least 20

days after these Reports are submitied,

KT8 Docker Ab-6 (Sub. No. +48X)
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1
ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
(49 C.F.R. 1165.7)

The following information is submitted to the STB by BNSF in accordance with
the Board's reporting requirements as set forth in 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7 for the purpose of
assisting the Board's preparation of an envirommental document regarding BNSF's Notice
of Exemption seeking authority to abandon €.54 miles of railroad line between
Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station ’28 + 61, near Appleton in Swifl
County, Minnesola (the “Line™).

(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives: Describe the proposed action, including
commodities transported, the planned disposition {(if any) of any rail line and other
structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or

maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action.
Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project.

BNSI seeks to abandon this Line. The proposed abandonment may
include the removal of the rails and ties, including any bridges, structures and |
crossings. BNSF bids its salvage packages out to independent contractors. The
winning bidder will start work with the removal of the rails and metal paris of the
track structure. Next the wooden ties will be removed and separated into second
hand ties, landscape quality ties and scrap ties (which are disposed of at an
appropriate site). The bridges and crossings as well as any other structures will be
removed last. Culverts and the rail line embankment will stay intact so as not to
alter the prevailing waterflows along the line. Any bridge pilings will be pulled
oul, cut off at ground level or broken off at or below the mud line. Steel bridges
will be dismantled and removed. If there are concrete abutments or pers

involved, they may be left intact. BNSF salvage contractors are required not to
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place fills or other material in water bodies, including inland waterways.
Contractors are also required to limit their activities to the width of the right-of-
way. When the salvage process is complete, waterflows in the area will not be
disrupted. in this instance, there is one (1) bridge on the Line and BNSF is not

aware of any other structures. A map of the Line is attached as Exhibit A.

(2) Transportation System: Déscribe the effect of the proposed action on
regional or local transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic
(passenger or freight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a
result of the proposed action.

The proposed abandonment will have no effect on existing transportation
systems or patierns as there has been no local traffic on the Line for over two
vears and there 18 ne overhead traffic 1o be rerouted.

(3) Land Use:

(i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies
and/or review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe
any inconsistencies.

The proposed abandonment should not be inconsistent with local or
regional land use plans. The Minnesota Department of Transportation
(“MnDOT™) indicates it has discussed the abandonment with several government
officials from Swift County, City of Appleton, the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources and the regional development coordinator. MnDOT further
indicates that no alternative public uses will be proposed. See Exhibit B, letter
dated September 8, 2006, from Robert R. Rickert, State Rail Bank Program

Manager, Minnesota Department of Transportation.

{i1) Based on consuliation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state
the effect of the proposed action on any prime agriculture land.
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The proposed abandonment should have no effect on prime agricultural
lands. The Natural Resources Conservation Service (“NRCS™) indicates: “The
project sponsors are not USDA program benefit recipients, thus the wetland
conservation provisions of the 1985 Food Sccurity [Ajct, as amended are not
applicable. It should be noted, however, that actions by a non-USDA participant
third party (project sponsor) which impact agricultural wetlands owned or
operated by USDA participants, may jeopardize the owner/operators USDA
eligibility. If such impacts are anticipated, the owner/operator should contact the
county Farm Service Agency (FSA) office to consider an application for a third
party exemnption. Finally, if as a result of vour proposal you are alfecting
agricultural lands, and if anyv federal monics are involved, it is a requirement that
a FFarmland Policy Protection Act (FPPA) site assessment be appropriately filed.
Since your project will not permanently affect agricultural land, this precludes the
need for further action on this project as required by the FPPA.” See Exhibit C,
letter dated August 28, 2006, from William E. Lorenzen, Environmental
Review/Justice Coordinator, Natural Resources Conservation Service.

(1i1) If any action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal
zone, include the coastal zone information required by § 1105.9.

N/A
(iv} M the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the
right-of-way is suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. § 10906 and
explain why.
The proposed abandonment should be suitable for alternative public use.

However, as indicated above, MnDOT indicales no allernative public uses will be

proposed. See Exhibit B, letter dated September 8, 2006, from Robert R. Rickert,
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State Rail Bank Program Manager, Minnesota Department of Transportation.

(4) Energy:

{1} Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy
resources.

There are no known recoverable energy resources along the Line, There
has been no local traffic on the Line for over two years and there is no overhead
traffic to be rerouted.

(ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.

This abandonment will not adversely affect movement or recovery of
recyclable commodities as there has been no local traffic on the line for over two

vears and there 1s no overhead traffic to be rerouted.

(i1} State whether the proposed action wall result in anincrease or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

This abandonment will not result in an increase or decrease in overall
energy efficiency as there has been no local traffic on the Line for over two years
and there is no overbead traftic 1o be rerouted.

{iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail 1o motor carriage
of more than:

{A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

(BY An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the

affected line, quantify the resulting net change in the energy consumption

and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given.

There will be no diversions of traffic as there has been no local traftic on
the Line for over two years and there is no overhead traffic to be rerouted.

(5) Air:
(1) 1f the proposed action will result in either:

(A) An increase in rail traftic of at least 100% (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any

A STH Docket AB-8 Sub, No, 448Y)



segment of the line effected by the proposed, or

(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at Ieast 100% (measured by
carload activity), or

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10% of the
average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment,
quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions.

The action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified thresholds.
Moreaver, the action will not involve an increase 1 truck Iraffic of more than
10% or 50 vehicles a day on any atfected road segment as there has been no locat
traftic on the Line for aver two years and there is no overhead traffic to be

rerouted.

(i) If the proposed action affects a Class [ or nonaitainment area under
the Clean Alr Act, and will resull in cither: '

(A} An Increase in rail traflic of at Jeast 30% (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an 1ncrease of at least three trains a day on any
segment of rail line, or

(B) An increase in rail vard activity of at least 20% (measured by
carload activity), or

{C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10% of the
average daily traftic of 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then
state whether any expected increased emissions are within the parameters
established by State lmplememtation Plan. However, {or a rail
construction under 49 U.S.C. § 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § 10505) or in a case
involving the reinstitution of service over a previously abandoned line,
only the three train a day threshold in this item shall apply.

The action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified thresholds.
Moreover, the proposed abandonment will not result in an increase of rail or truck
traffic as there has been no local traffic on the Line for over two years and there is

no overhead traffic to be rerouted.

(111) If the transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen
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oxide and Freon) is contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity; the
frequency of service; safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the
applicant’s safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and
spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelthood ot an
accidental release of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or
deraiiment.

The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of ozone
depleting materials.

(6) Noise: If any of the thresholds identified in item (5) (i) of this section are
surpassed, state whether the proposed action will cause:

(1) An incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more,
N/A
(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g. schools, libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities and nursing homes) in the project area and quantify the
noise increase for those receptors if the thresholds are surpassed.

N/A

(7) Safety:
(i) Describe any effects of the praposed action on public health and safety
{(including vehicle delay time at railroad crossings).

This abandonment should have no adverse effect on health or public
safety. There are two (2) public crossings and one (1) private crossing on the
Line. During salvage operations, if any may be required, precautions will be
taken to ensure public safety, and contractors will be required to satisfy all
applicable health and safety laws and regulations.

(it} If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify: the
materials and quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being
. transported that, 1f mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; safety
practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the
extent available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency

plans to deal with accidental spills, and the likelihood of and accidental release of
hazardous materials.
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The abandonment will not result in the transportation of hazardous
materials.

(111) If there are any known hazardous waste site or sites where there have
been known hazardous materials spitls on the right-of-way, identify the Jocation
of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved.

There is no known hazardous waste site or siies where there have been
known hazardous matertals spills on the right-of-way.

(8) Bicological Resources:

(i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state
whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened
species or areas designated as a eritical habitat, and if so, descnbe the effects.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (“FWS”) states: "“'We have rescarched

our ownerships in the vicinity and _determined we do not own any lands or
interests in land in the vicinity of the proposed rail line abandonment. We do not
have any concemns regarding real estate matters in the abandonment.” See Exhibit
D, letter dated August 24 20046, from Patrick G. Carroll, Sentor Realty Officer,

11.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

(i1} State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks

or forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

The National Park Service (“Service”) indicates: “We have reviewed this
project in relation to any possible conflicts with the Land and Water Conservation
Fund and the Urban Park and Recreation Recovery programs and find there are
pone. Accordingly, we have no additional comments at this time.” See Exhibit E,
letter dated October 2. 2006, from Robert Maydwell, Grants Management

Assistant, National Park Service.
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The Bureau of Land Management (“BLM™) indicates: “A search of our
records shows there are no Federal lands administered by the Bureau of Land
Management along the railroad line. However, please be aware that some of the
original railroad grants were lirﬁiled tee rights-of-way and may be subject to the
Railroad Right-of-Way Forfeiture and Abandonment Act of March 8, 1922,
43 U.S.C. § 912 (the 1922 Abandonment Act), and the National Trails System
fmprovement Act of October 4, 1988, Public Law 100-470,
16 U.8.C. § 1248 (¢} - (N.” See Exhibit F, letter dated August 28, 2006, from
Marcia Sieckman, Supervisor, Lands and Renewable Resources Team,
Milwaukee Field Office, Bureau of Land Management(-Eastern States. BNSE
records indicate there are no Federal Land Grants involved in the proposed
abandonment.
(9) Water:

(1) Based on consultation with State water quality otficials, state whether

the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local
water gquality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

The propesed exemption should be consistent with appliéable Federal,
State and local water guality standards. The Minnesola Pollution Control Agency
(“MPCA™) was notified by a letter dated August 18, 2006. Sece Exfubit G. As of
the date of this report, the MPCA has not responded. BNSF will provide the
Board copies of any response it may receive.

{11) Based on consuliation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engincers, state
whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 ULS.C. § 1344) are
required for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year

flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects.

The proposed abandonment should not require a Section 404 permit. The
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LS. Army Corps of Engineers (“CORPS”) indicates it reviewed the project and
that because the abandonment and salvage operations are not anticipated o result
in the placement of dredged or fill rﬁaterial n any waterways, a Department of the
Army permit is not required, provided that no dredged or fill material is
discharged in any waler of the United Slates, including wetlands. Finally, the
Corps notes that information pertaining to the [00-year loodplain can be obtained
by contacting the City éf Appleton at (320) 289-1363. See Exhibit H, letter dated
September 5, 20006, from Robert J. Whiting, Chief, Army Corps of Engineers. As
indicated below, BNST comtacted the City of Appleton in prepaning this Report.
The proposed abandonment should not affect any 100-year flood plains.

The Minncsota Department of Natural Resources (“MDNR™) indicates: “A
current FIRMette (FEMA flood map) of the site was attached to your August 18,
2006 letier. A portion of the proposed abandonment will extend into a floodpiain.
Activities in this area will have to comply with floodplain ordinances
administered by the City of Appleton.” See Exhibit I, electronic correspondence
dated October 5, 2006, from Steven Colvin, Environmental Review Supervisor,
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.

BNSF contacted Roman Fidler of the City of Appleton. Mr. Fidler provided
copies of the Flood Plain Zoning for the City of Appleton. See Exhibit J,
electronic correspondence dated December 4, 2006, from Roman A. Fidler,

Clerk/Treasurer, City of Appleton.
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(iii) State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act {33
U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants should contact
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state environmental protection
or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether such permits are required).

A permit under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act should not be required
for the proposed action. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA™)
indicates it consulted with the MDNR regarding Section 402 permits and the
MDNR indicates “work would not require permitting.” The EPA further indicates
that MDNR also recommended contacting Mike Johnson with Swift County Parks
for information on local permits. As mentioned below, Mr. Johnson was
consulted in preparing these Reports.

The EPA adds that 1his abandonment involves a long trestle bridge over
the Pomme de Terre River, and recommends that precautions be taken in any
dismantling of the bridge. Specifically, the EPA recommends that all present and
former pilings be removed, not cut or broken off. The EPA also notes that the
river bank wetlands on both sides of the river are designated as a special flood
plain and recommends “removal of rail embankment fill material,” and “planting
appropriate species consistent with adjacent areas.”

Finally, the EPA recommends contacting the MPCA regarding Section
402 permitting. As indicated abave, we contacted the MPCA in preparing thesc
Reports. See Exhibit K, letter dated January 16, 2007, from Kenneth A.
Westlake, Chief, U.S. EPA, Region 5.

As recommended, we contacted Mike Johnson of Swift C.‘oun@ Parks.
Mr. Johnson indicates that the Pomme de Terre River is a public water and is

under the jurisdiction of the MDNR, Mr. Johnson further indicates that he
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contacted the MDNR regarding the abandonment. See Exhibit L, eiectroniﬁ
correspondence dated January 22, 2007, from Mike Johnson. As mentioned
above, BNSF also contacted the MDNR.

The MDNR indicates a Department of Natural Resowrces (“DNR™) Public
Waters Permit is not required provided the original cross-section and bed
conditions are restored, and provided that the structure is completely removed, is
not located on an officially designated trout stream, and does not function as a .
water level control device. Finally, MDNR requests a copy of BNSF’s bridge
removal and bank restoration plans. See Exhibit M, electronic correspondence
dated January 24, 2007, from Skiﬁ Wright, Area Hydrologist, Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources.

(10) Proposed Mitigation: Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate

adverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation 1s
appropriate.

The project itself should mitigate the environmental effects of reinstating

active rail operations.
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I

HISTORIC REPORT
(49 C.F.R. 1165.8)

Applicants hereby submit the following information required by

49 CF.R. § 1105.8(dy

(1) 4 U.SG.S topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale and
sufficiently detailed to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of
the proposed action) showing the location of the proposed action, and the
tocations and approximate dimensions of railroad structures that are 30
vears old or older and are part of the proposed action;

The required topographic map is atlached 1o this Report as Exhibit A,

(2} 4 written description of the vight-of-way (including approximate widths, to the
extent known), and the topography and urban and'or rural characteristics of
the surrounding area;

The Appleton, Minnesota Trackage {Engineering Station 0 + 00 —
Engineering Station 28 + 61) is approximately (.54 miles in length and is located
within the city limits of Appleton, Minnesota. In 2000, the City of Appleton had
a population of 2,871, The right-of-way crosses the Pomme de Terre River and
the adjacent land is generally flat. The right-of-way varies from 30 to 50 feet in
width. There are no federally granted rights-of-way involved.

(3) Good quality photographs (actual photographic prinis, not photocopies) of
railroad structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the
immediately surrounding area;

Photographs of one (1) bridge are attached as Exhibits NI-N4.

Bridge 21.2 is a railroad bridge in or near Appleton. 1t is near Milepost

21. This bridge is 235 feet long, 12 feet high, and is an open pile trestle

bridge with 14 foot panels.
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(4) The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of
any major alterations, lo the extent such informaiion is known;

Bridge 21.2 was built in 1974. It is unknown whether or not there has

been sigmificant alteration to the bridge structure since that time.

(3) A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an
explanation of what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the
proposed action;

The right-of-way was acquired by the Great Northern Railway (GN)
between 1925 and 1948. The GN merged with other railroads to become part of
the Burlington Northern Railroad (BN) it 1970. BN and the Atchison Topeka
and Santa Fe Ratlway merged in 1995 to become The Burlington Northern and
Sania Fe Railway Company. 1n 2005, The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe
Railway Company changed its name 10 BNSF Railway Company.

(6) A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession. such as

engineering drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure
that is found o be historic;

Documents in BNSF's possession concerning this abandonment

may include alignment maps showing the right-of-way and/or station

maps. Such documents are toe large for practical reproduction in this

report, but can be furnished upon request, if they are available.

(7) An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad’s
possession) as to whether the site and/or siructures meel the criteria for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 6(.4}, and
whether there is a likelihood of archeological resources or any other
previously unknown historic properties in the project area, and the basis for

these opinions (including any consultations with the State Historic
Preservation Office, local historical societies or universities),
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The Minnesota Historical Society (“MHS™) indicates that the project has
been reviewed pursuant to the responsibilitics given the State Historic
Preservation Officer by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and the
Procedures of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (36 C.F.R. 800).
Based on available information, MHS concludes this project will not affect any
properties lisied on or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places. See Exhibit N, letter dated November 17, 2006, from Britta L.
Bloomberg, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer, Minnesota Historical
Society.

(8) A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's
possession) of any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill,
environmental conditions (naturally occurring or manmade) that might affect the
archeological recovery of resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence
of toxic wastes), and the surrounding terrain.

There are no known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, or
environmental conditions that might affect the archeological recovery of

resources and the surrounding terrain.

Res ectfully Sllbn’llltLd

..« ‘ ~
/ . ._.: o ;;r
L S A m ; '

****** By: SIONEY L. STRICKI.AND, .ni /7
PETZABETH E. WAITE
SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES
3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007
(202) 338-1325
Attorneys for BNSE Raitwav Company

DATED: February 21, 2007

16 ST8 Docket AB-G (Sub. No, 449X



e m— e ———————

roGE

[RaRa]

Nl

APPLETON MINNESOTA TRACKAGE

0

g

(4073

e = e |

lbr‘avel I 'T'M

s

L,

SN G

_______

i’i"LL ] ON

Ak f Fa, R T,

Exhibit A

Munigipa!
Hosoital

F APPLETONl

vl Pits .

D88

NORTH

Q08| e Gravel

Fit

age

LEAD TR‘ACK OFF LINE SEGMENT 200
NEAR MILEPOST 21 AT APPLETON

[Ra]



. . .
§°i ,% Minnesota Department of Transportation

| . .

z% ﬁg Office of Freight and Commercial Vehicle Operations
Or Rp) Mail Stop 420

395 John Ireland Boulevard
St. Paul, MN 55155-1869

Tel: 651/215-6330
Fax: 651/215-9684

Exhibit B

September 8, 2006

Mr. Sidney L. Strickland, Jr.

Sidney Strickland & Assoc’s. PLLC
3050 K St. N.W. Suite 101
Washington, D.C. 20007-5108

Re: STB Docket No. AB6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Co.- Abandonment
Exemption- in Swift Counity, MN

Dear Sir:

I have discussed this abandonment with several government officials from Swift
County, City of Appleton, the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources and
the regronal development coordinator,

There was some thought given to a business (hat wishes to locale at the end of the
line, but they declined rail service.

Also, there was discussion aboul the potential for a trail, bul egress/ingress across
an active ratl corridor put that to an end.

Therefore, no alternative public uses will be proposed.

Sincerely,

Robert R. Rickert
State Rail Bank Program Manager
(651) 215-5938

Ce: Keven Anderson- Mo/DOT District 4
Gregg Soupir- DNR. Area Supervisor
Dawn Hegland-Upper Mn River Valley Regional Dev. Comm.
(Gary Hendrick- Swift Co. Commissioner

An squal opportunity employer



United States Department of Agriculture Exhibit C

ONRCS

Natural Resources Conservation Service
375 Jackson Street, Suite 600 Phone: (651) 602-7900
St Paul, MM 55101-1854 FAX: (691) 802-7914

File Code: 190-15-13
August 28, 2000
IN REPLY
REFERTO:  STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company-Abandonement
Exemption - in Swilt County, MN

Sidney Strickland & Associates, PLLC
3030 K St NW ., Suite 19]
Washinglon, IXC 20007-5108

Dear Mr. Strickland:

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has reviewed the above referenced project. The
project sponsors are not USIDA program benefit recipients, thus the wetland conservation provisions of the
1985 Food Security act, as amended are not applicable. It should be noted, however, that actions by a non-
USIDA participant third party (project sponsor) which impact agricultural wetlands owned or operated by
USDA participants, may jeopardize the owner/operalors USDA eligibility. If such fmpacts are anticipated,
the ownerfoperator should contact the county Farm Service Agency (FSA) office (o consider an application
for a third party exemption.

The following agencies may have federal or state wetlands, floodplain delineation, cultural resources, water
quality, air quality or threatened and endangered species jurisdiction in the proposed project, and should be
consulted.

Army Corps of Engineers (USACOE) - Clean Water Act

US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) — Endangered Species Act

Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) - Minnesota Wetlands Conservation Act
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MDNR)

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA)

State Historic Preservation Officer/State Archaeologist (SHPO)

& & &5 & » B

Finally, if as a result of your proposal you are affecting agricultural lands, and if any federal monies are
involved, it is a requirement that a Farmland Policy Protection Act (FPPA) site assessment be appropriately
filed. Since your project will not permanently affect agricultural land, this precludes the need for further
action on this project as required by the FPPA. Our agency appreciates your thorough follow up on the
environmental review requirements of this project. We complement your sincere etforts to have complied
with all economie, social, and environmental review requirements when federal funds are part of project
financing,

Sincergly,
~ *'

WILLIAM E. LORENZEN
Environmental Review/Justice Coordinator

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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Exhibit D

FWS/NWRS-RE - General
Railroad Abhandonmenis

August 24, 2006

Mr. Sidney L. Strickland, Jr.

Stdney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K St., N.W., Suite 107
Washington, DC 20007-5108

Dear Mr. Strickland:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed abandonment of (.54 miles of
railroad line beiween Engineering Station 0 -+ 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61 near Appleton
in Swift County, Minnesota, STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 449X}, BNSF Railway Company,

We have researched our ownerships in the vicinity and have determined we do not own any
lands or interests in land nthe vicinity of the proposed rail line abandonment. We do not have
any concerns regarding real estate watters in the abandonment,

Sincerely,
/s/ Patrick G. Carroll

Patrick G. Carrol
Senior Realty Officer
Division of Realty

bee: Bloomington, MN (ESFO)
ARD-ES (FHQC)
RE:JWest:jw:08-24-06: RRabandonment/Exemption.doc

7
e
e
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United States Department of the Interior | &)
National Park Service
Midwest Region Exhibit E

601 Riverfront Drive
Chnaha Nebraska 68f02-4226

650. 2(MWR-P/G)

Mr. Sidney L. Strickland, Ir. 0CT 2 2000
Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC

3050 K St. N.W., Suite 101

Washington, D.C. 20007-5108

Dear Mr. Strickland:

This is in response to your August 18, 2006, request that the National Park Service
respond to STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X} BNSF Railway Company
Abandonment Exemption in Swift County, Minnesota.

We have reviewed this project in relation to any possible conflicts with the Land and
Water Conservation Fund and the Urban Park and Recreation Recovery programs and
find there are none. Accordingly, we have no additional comments at this time.

You may contact me at 402-661-1546 if you have questions or need more information.
Sincerely,

: i v ’
A
Ry

! _,.;:"Robu t M iydwell

“Grants Management Assistant
Partnerships- Grants

TAKE PR!DE“‘M )
rNAMERICA—‘m'



Exhibit F

United States Department of the Interior

Bureau of Land Management-Eastern States
Milwaukee Field Office
626 E. Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 200
Milwankee, Wisconsin 53202-4617

IN REPLY REFER TO:
200AREE36)
August 28, 2006

Sidney Strnickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K Street N.W ., Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-3108

RE: §TB Docket No, AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company ~-
Abandonment Ixemption ~ in Swifi County, MN

Dear Mr. Strickland:

This 18 in response to your letter of August 18, 2006, to our office concerning the proposal by the
Burhington Northermn and Santa Fe Ratlway Company (BNSF) to abandon 0.54 mules of ratlroad
line between Engineering Station O + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near Appleton in Swift
County, Minnesota.

A search of our records shows there are no Federal tands administered by the Bureau of Land
Management along the railroad line. However, please be aware that some of the original railroad
grants were limiled fee rights-of-way and may be subject 10 the Railroad Right-of-Way Forfeiture
and Abandonment Act of March 8, 1922, 43 11.5.C. § 912 (the 1922 Abandonment Act), and the
National Trails System Improvement Act of Oclober 4, 1988, Public Law 100-470, 16 U.S.C. §
1248 (¢) - (f).

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on this proposal. Qur office does not have
information on the location of wildlife refuges, state or national parks, state or national forests in
the immediate vicinity. You must contaet the Fish and Wildlife Service, National Park Service,
National Forest Service and State offices to obtain this information. If you require additional
information, please contact me at (414) 297-4402.

Sincerely,

% A Sz.eémm/

Marcia Sieckman
Supervisor
Lands and Renewable Resources Team




SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC

3050 K ST. NLW,, Suitie 101
WasHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325 o s g
FAX: 202-672-5399 Exhibit G

SIONEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.
SIDNEY.STRICKLANDEDS TRICKLANDPLLC.COM

August 18, 2006

Lawrence Zdon

Minngsota Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road N.

St. Paul, MN 55155-4194

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company—-
Abandonment Exemption ~ in Swift County, UN

Dear Mr. Zdon:

BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with the Surface Transportation Board
(*STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority in the above docket to abandon 0.54 miles
of railroad line between Enginecring Station 00 + 00 and Engincering Station 28 + 6], near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota.

The proposed abandonment may require removal of bridges and structures and the removal
of track materials such as rails and ties but the roadbed will be lefl intact. No placement of
dredge or fill material in any inland waterways is anticipated 1o resuit from abandonment
and/or satvage.

As part of the environmental report, BNSF needs to know whether or not this action will be
consistent with Federal, State or local water quality standards. Also, please state whether or
not Section 402 and/or National Pollatant Discharge Elimination System (“NPDES™) permits
are required as a result of the proposed abandonment. BNSF also needs to know if the
proposed abandonment will aftect any 100-year floodplains. Uf so, please furnish 8% by 11
black and white maps in the area of cach designated floodplain if they are available.

For your reference, I have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line. Please
provide this information to me by September 18, 2006. If you have any questions, do not
hesitate 1o contact me at (202) 338-1325.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Singerely, ’ ; /
“ /JL' Z. ﬂy/{?’ )
T Sidneyl..

. 1/
Strickland, Jr.

Enclosure
SLS/eew

STh Docket No. AB-6 (Sub No. 447X}



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY L T
St. Paul District Corps of Engineers EX hibit H
190 Fifth Street East
St. Paul, Minnesota 5510%-1€83

SEP 0 5 2006

RERLY TO
ATTENTION OF

Operations )
Regulatory (2006-4875-TMV)

Mr. Sidney Strickland, Jr.

Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K St N.W., Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

Dear Mr. Strickland:

We have reviewed information about the BNSF Railway Company project which
involves removing bridges and other structures in conjunction with the abandonment of a 0.54-
mile long segment of railroad near Appleton. The project is in the NW Y of Section 14, T.
120N, R.43W ., Swift County, Minnesota.

You have indicated that abandonment and salvage operations are not anticipated to result
in the placement of dredged or fill material in any waterways. Therefore, a Department of the
Army permit is not required to do this work, provided that no dredged or fill material is
discharged in any water of the United States, including wetlands.

This lelter is valid only for the project referenced above. 1 any change in design,
location, or purpose is contemplated, contact this office to avoid doing work that may be in
violation of Federal law. PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS CONFIRMATION LETTER DOES
NOT ELIMINATE THE NEED FOR STATE, LOCAL, OR OTHER AUTHORIZATIONS,
SUCH AS THOSE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES OR COUNTY.

The decision regarding this action is based on informatien found in the administrative
record which documents the District’s decision-making process, the basis for the decision, and
the tinal decision.

Information pertaining 1o the 100-year floodplain can be obtained by contacting the City
of Appleton at (320) 289-1363. If you have any questions, contact Todd Vesperman in our St.
Paul Dhstrict office at (651) 290-5358. In any correspondence or inquiries, please reter to the
Regulatory number shown above. '

Sincerety,

s Robert . Whiting
% Chief, Regulatory Branch

Pirded on ® Regyoed Faper



[WebMail] : WebMail Page 1 of 2

Exhibit I

4 (liz.waite@stri

Taer. S SerwniEuid P e ..v‘

Message

To:hz. walte@stricklandplc.com
Subject:Floodplain requests
Date:05-0ct-06 10:42 AM
Attachments:

{_eReplyiial T ReplyAllws|

_ackotward-: . .
< Pravi

InLine Text =%

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X) Beltrami County, MN

Both the City of Bemidji and the unincorporated portions of the county
do not have any mapped flood hazard areas. If you lock at the first

page in the Community Status Book - at hitp:/fwww.fema.govicis/MN. paf
- you'll see an NSFHA under the map date for the county. That stands
for "no special flood hazard area.”

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) Swift County, MN

A current FIRMette (FEMA flood map) of the site was altached to your
August 18, 2008 letter. A potion of the propesed abandenment will
extend into a floodptain. Activities in this area will have to comply

with fleodplain ordinances administered by the City of Appleton.

Steven Colvin

Environmental Review Supervisor
DNR - Ecological Services

500 Lafayette Rd.

St. Paul, MN 55155-4025

{651) 259-5082

(651) 297-1500 fax

Advanced Search

http://mymail. websitepros.com/Mail/MaitView.cfm?1d=26329777&Nr=1 &maxNr=22 10/5/2006
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. UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENC

? & % REGION 5
g ¢ 77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD
K CHICAGO, IL 60604-3590

PRO

JAN 1 6 2007 Exhibit K

REFLY TO THE ATTENTION OF:
B-19)
Sidney 1. Strickland, Jr.
Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K Street, N.W. Suite 101
Washington, D.C. 20007-5108

Re:  Comments on STB Docket No, AB-6 {Sub. No. 449X): The Proposed Burlingion
Northern Santa Fe Railway Company Rail Abandonment in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr. Strickland:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) Region 5 has received your
mquiry letter dated August 18, 2006 concerning the BNSF Railway Company proposed rai line
abandonment of 0.54 mile of track located in Appleton, in Swift County, Minnesota. This letter
of comment 1s provided under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Council on
Environmental Quality’s NEPA Implementing Regulations (40 CFR 1500-1508), and Section
309 of the Clean Air Act.

In response to your gquestions regarding Clean Water Act Section 402 National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits, please consult the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency (MNPCA) on these and related permt issues. Their Customer Assistance Center is the
their preferred channel to be directed 1o the appropriate staff a1 651-297-2274, at the website
www, pea.state.mn.us/water/permits/index . html or:

Minnesota Polution Control Agency

520 LaFayette Road N.

St. Paul, MN 55755-4194,
In checking with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MDNRY), they indicated this. -
work would not require their permitting, but said you should contact Mike Johnson, at

Swift County Parks, Drainage and Wetlands

1635 Hoban Avenue, Box 241

Benson, MN 56213
regarding local permits which might be necessary.

Most of this abandonment involves a long trestle bridge, which was butlt in the mid-
1970 to replace an earlier similar structure for crossing the Pomme de Terre River at that point,
The trestle’s extensive wood pilings have been reinforced with steel [-beam pilings added on at
least the upstream side of the trestle. We understand from Chnis Domeier, MDDNR Appleton
Office, that pilings from the former structure, which were cut and broken-off, are exposed
underwater and thereforc pose a safety nsk. Because this fast moving section of river s heavily
used for a vaniety of recreational activitics, we recommend that all present and former pilings
should be removed, not cut or broken off, to avoid the possibility of future incidents.

Aecycled/Recyclable « Printed with Vegetable O Based Inks on 100% Recyclad Paper 150% Fostcansumern)



We also note that the riverbank wetlands on both sides of the rniver are designated as a
special flood plain. This section of river annvally floods and ice flow pile-ups compound the
potential for extended damage. Therefore, we recommend that the two banks be returned 1o a
natural aesthetic and functional state by removal of rail embankment fill material to reestablish a
natural grading, followed by planting with appropriate species consistent with adjacent areas.

In keeping with the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Aet, the final
disposition of crossties and pilings preserved with creosote should be buried in a non-hazardous
waste landfill nnless otherwise permitted/required by the State of Minnesota. Materials such as
rail steel, electrical and signal housings, bridge work and associated structures to be removed
from this site should be recycled to the extent possible.

Other environmental resource information for this site is available al the U.S. EPA websites,
1) Envirofacts Data Warehouse, hitp://www.epa.gov/envire/, which includes capabilities of
mapping EPA database information on specified locations, making inquiries about selected topics,
and accessing EPA reports, and 2) Surf Your Watershed, http://www.epa.gov/surf/, which provides
maps locating and identifying watershed information. We encourage your use of these resources in
assessing this project’s impacts and preparing your Surface Transportation Board (STB) report.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide scoping comments on this project. Should you
have further questions of us, please contact Norm West, of my staff, at (312)-353-5692 or by e-
mail at west.norman(epa.goy. Please address all future rail line abandonment correspondence 1o
my attention at the above address, including our office mait code B-19).

Sincerely, A P kK

o~ a /-/”
Kenneth A. Westlake, Chiel
NEPA Implementation Section

¢e: Victoria Rutson, Chief Bruce Gerbig, Supervisor
Section of Environmental Analysis Water Permits Program
Surface Transportation Board Minnesota Departiaent of Natural Resources
1925 K. Street, N.W., Suite 5G0 500 Lafayette Road, Box 32
Washington, D.C. 20423 St. Pau), MN  55155-4032
Chris Domeier Mike Johnson
Fish and Wildlife Service _ Swift County Parks, Drainage and Wetlands
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 1635 Hoban Avenue, Box 241
Appleton Office Benson, MN - 56215

3715 Campground Road
Montevideo, MN 56265
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[WebMail] : WebMaili Page 1 of 2

; ’ ame; 1a
Home Compose Address Book Options Logout ; WBEHame.
R " ”'..{;;‘_ {ian.thomas@:

~ur

1
4d  Inbox (10) Message
ﬁfggﬁ Prafts Delete ;'] Delete permanently Moveto - D
G Peleted Items From:Skip Wright_<Skip. Wright@dnr.state.mn.usz
aﬁ] Hent Todian.thomas@stricklandplic.com

Subject:Appleton Railroad Bridge Removal
Date:?4-Jan-07 12:15 PM
Attachments:

Repl ; Reply All Forward < Py
e ] e % "t
Py : PY S InLine Text

Dear Mr. Thomas:

A DINR Public Waters Permit is not required provided you meet the
following criteria;

(1} the original cross-section and bed condifions
are restored insofar as practicable;

{2} the structure is completely removed including
any footings, abutments or pitings that obstruct navigation;

(3) the structure is not located on an officially
designated trout stream; and '

(4) the structure does not function as a water
tevel control device.

Please send me a copy of your brigeremoval amnd bank restoration plans
sa that | can cerlify a DNR permit is not needed. Thankyou for your
cooperation in protecting our irreplaceable water resources,

Sincerely,

Skip Wright
Area Hydrologist
© {320)786-6272
Add Folder ] skipwright@dnr state mn_us

Edit Folder I

Search all Folders

Search Inbox

Advanced Search

http://mymail. websitepros.com/Matl/Mail View.cfm?1d=3460904 7&Nr=1 &maxNr=17 1/24/2007
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Exhibit N

MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

November 17, 2006

Mr. Sidney Strickland

Sidney Strickland & Associates
3050 K Street NW, Suite 101
Washington, D.C. 20007-5108

RE:  STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company
Abandonment of .54 miles of raifroad
Appleton, Swift County
SHPO Number: 2006-3035

Dear Mr. Strickland:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the above project. |t has been reviewed
pursuant to the responsibilities given the State Historic Preservation Officer by the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 and the Procedures of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
(36CFRB00).

Based on available information, we conclude that no properties listed on or eligible for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places will be affected by this project

Please contact our Compliance Section at (651) 296-5462 if you have any questions regarding our
review of this project.

Sincerely,

T Mol

Britta L. Bloomberg
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

315 Rellage Boulevard Westimaint Vawl, Mbowesota 35H02-1906G/ Telephone £651-290-6126



CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO 49 C.F.R.1105.7(c) and ${c)

BNSF Raitway Company (“BNSF™), by and through its authorized representative, Sidney 1.
Strickland, Jr., certifies that on February 21, 2007, BNSF sent copics of the foregoing
Erviroummental and Historic Reports by first class mail vo the following agencies:

Ms._ ¥ictona Rotson

Chief, SEA

Surface Transporation Board
1925 K. Sineet, NOW.
Washington D.C. 204230001

Minnesota DNR

Division of Lands and Minerals
Attn: Kathy Lewis

500 Lafayette Road

St Paol, MN 551554045

Witliam Lorenzen, Environmental Review/Justice
¢ oordinator

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
375 Jackson Street, Suite 600

Saint Paul, MN 551011854

Robert 1. Whiting

U.5. Army Engineer District, St. Paul
190 Fifth St. East

St. Paul, MN 55101-1683

Steve Colvin

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
500 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, MN 55155-4040

Robert Maydwell
Mational Park Service
Midwest Region

60 Riverfront Drive
Ommaha, NE 68102-4226

Robent ). Rickert

Rail Bark and Abandonment Coordinator
Minnesota Department of Transportation
395 John freland Boulevard

&1 Pani, MN 55155-1899

Scott Colhins, Dircctor

Swift County Environmental Services
109 Inchustrial Drive

PO Box 288

Benson, MM 56215

Patrtck G, Carretl, Senior Realty Officer
1.8, Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 3
BHW Federal Building

One Federal Drive

Fort Snelling, MN 351114056

Marcia Steckman

LS. Bureau of Land Management Eastern States
Milwaukee Ficld Office

626 E. Wisconsin Ave.

Suite 200

Milwaukee, WI 53202-4617

Kenncth Westlake, Chicef

LS. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5
Metcalf Building

Office of Strategic Environmental Analysis

77 West Jackson Boulevard

Maiicode: B-19}

Chicago, [L 60604

Ms. Britta L. Bloomberg

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
Minnesota Historical Society

345 W, Kellogg Bivd.

St Paul, MN 35102-1906

STB Docker Mo 48-6 (Sub. No. 449X}



Swift County Board of County Commissioners
301 14™ Street North County Courthouse
Benson, MN 56215-1106

Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources
520 Lafayette Road North
Saint Paul, MN 55155

Minnesota Department of Administration
200 Administration Building

50 Sherburme Avenne

St. Paul, MN 55155

Mike Johnson

Swift County Parks, Drainage and Wetlands
1635 Hoban Avenue, Box 241

Benson, MN 56215

Lawrence Zdon

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road N.

St. Paul, MN 55155-4194

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

National Geodetic Survey
1315 Easl-West Highway
Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282

Roman A. Fidler, Clerk/Treasurer
City of Appleton

323 West Schlieman Avenue
Appleton, MN 56208

Skip Wright, Area Hydrologist
MN DNR Division of Waters
Box 437

Spicer, MN 56288

The required cover letters {pursuant (0 49 C.F.R. 1105.11) are attached hereto. BNSF has
consulted with all appropriate agencies in prepaning the reports.
g , %)

Y

"

srw Strickland, Jr A
Sidney Strickiand and Associates, PELC

FOSI K St NW,
Suite 101
Washington, D.C. 20007

STH Docket No, AB-6 (Suh. No. 449X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCGIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST.N.W., Suite 11
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, Jl

February 21, 2007

Ms. Victoria Rutson

Chief, SEA

Surface Transporiation Board
1925 K Street, NW.
Washington D.C. 20423-000]

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company-—Abandonment
Exemption — in Swift Coanty, MN

Dear Ms. Rutson:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“"BNSF™) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption secking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the “Line™). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic cffects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

Sincerely, T

----- ~SidneyL. Strickta o
Enclosure o
SLS/eew

STB Docket No, AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X}



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. NW,, SUITE 101
WasHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TeLePHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295.3854

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.

February 21, 2007

Robert J. Rickert

Rail Bank and Abandonment Coordinator
Minnesota Department of Transportation
395 John Ireland Boulevard

St. Paul, MN 55155-189%

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railwuay Company-—-Abandonment
Exemption — in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr. Rickert:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSE”) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB”} a Notice of Excmption seeking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0+ 00 and Engincening Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota {the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. 1fany of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is mmm g, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 563-1543, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evafuating the enviropmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerping
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.\W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007,

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

idney L. Stmklaml Jr

glnccrely,

SLS/eew

STEB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub, No. 442X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K 5T.N.W., Suite 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SWNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.

February 21, 2007

Minnesota DNR

Division of Lands and Minerals
Attn: Kathy Lewis

500 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, MN 55155-4045

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company-——Abandonment
Exemption — in Swift County, MN

Dear Ms. Lewis:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSE”) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption secking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 -+ 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the “Line™). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent envirommental and historic analyses of this proceeding. 1T any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information 1s missing, or
if vou have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please conlact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 19235 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 {Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regnlations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Y our comments will be considered by the $TB in evaluating the environmental andfor
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007,

Thark you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincer P

Siclm,y tnckland, Jr.
Enclo
SLSf’eew

Y
':‘/. y

!

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X}



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., Surre 104
WasSHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SINEY L. STHICKLAND, TR,

L e e

February 21, 2007

Scott Collins, Director

Swift County Environmental Services
1000 Industrial Drive

P.O. Box 283

Benson, MN 56215

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr. Collins:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company {(“BNSF”) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engincering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the “Line™). Atlached are Environmental and Historic
Reports deseribing the proposed action and any expected cnvironmental and historie effects, as
wetll as a map of the affecied area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information s missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.'W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your wriiten comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, NW., Suite 101, Washingion, DC 20007,

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sin /viy,.,-
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- SW. Strickland, Jr.
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SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K 51. N\W,, Suite 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.

February 21, 2007

William Lorenzen, Environmental Review/Justice Coordinator
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

375 Fackson Street, Suite 600

Saint Paul, MN 55101-1834

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub, No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr. Lorenzen:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSI") plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) a Notice of Exempiion seeking authority to abandon 0,54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station (¢ + 00 and Engincering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the “Linc™). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that wili form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misteading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments 1o SEA (with a copy 1o the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersipned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 200067,

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
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SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLGC
3050 K ST. N.W., Suite 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR,

February 21, 2007

Patrick G. Carroll, Senior Realty Officer
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 3
BHW Federal Building

One Federal Drive

Fort Snelling, MN 55111-4056

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Ruilway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr. Carroll:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (*BNSF™) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engincering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the “Line™). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceedmg. if any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the $TB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer {o the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written conunents to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplaied action. f there arc any questions concermning
1his proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W_, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

LT
b ;;::’IIEV/H Strickland, Jr.
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SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. NW., SUITE 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.

February 21, 2007

Robert J. Whiting

U.S. Army Engineer District, St. Paul
190 Fifth St. East

St. Paul, MN 55101-1683

Re: STB Docket No. AB-G {(Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company-—Abandonment
Exemption — in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr. Whiting:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station ¢ + 00 and Enginecring Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. IFany of
the Information is misteading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any guestions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NNW.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer 1o the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Y our comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. 1f there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007,

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.
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SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITe 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE; 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295.3854

SUNEY L. STRICRLAND, JR.

February 21, 2007

Marcia Sieckman

11.S. Bureau of Land Management Eastern States
Milwaukee Field Office

626 B, Wisconsin Ave.

Suite 200

Milwaukee, WI 53202-4617

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company-—Ahandonment
Exemption — in Swift County, MN

Dear Ms. Sieckman:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority Lo abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the “Line™). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
~ if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the

Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersipned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. 1f there are any questions concerning,
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, B3C 20007,

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely, Ay Pl T
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SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCGIATES, PLL.C
3050 K 5T. N.W., SuiTe 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR,

R

February 21, 2007
Steve Colvin :
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
500 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, MN 55155-4040

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr. Colvin:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB} a Notice of Exemption sceking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the “Line™). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments wilt be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007,

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

ey, y
A~

SW&icklam LI
E Sure

SLS/eew

wn

2
b
}

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X}



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., Sutte 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SINEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.

February 21, 2007

Kenneth Westlake, Chief

UL.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region $
Metcall Building

Office of Strategic Environmental Analysis

77 West Jackson Boulevard

Mailcode: B-19J

Chicago, IL 60604

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 £Sub. No. 449X} BNSF Ruailway Company-—Abandonment
Exempition — in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr. Westlake:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF™) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption secking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the “Line”™). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N'W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer 1o the above Docket No.

- AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable stafutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
vndersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any guestions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202} 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.'W., Suite 101, Washington, D 20007,

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

‘”ﬁiWﬂickland, Jr.
Eneldsure
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SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. NNW., Suite 101
WasHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SwNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.

February 21, 2007

Robert Maydwell
National Park Service
Midwest Region

601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 68102-4226

Re: STE Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company-—Abandonment
Exemption - in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr. Maydwell:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF**) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the “Line™). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N'W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statules and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. I there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Strect, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007,

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

STR Docket No. AB-6 (Sab. No. 449X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST.N.W., Surre 191
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SmEy L. STRICKLAND, R,

February 21, 2007

Ms. Britta L., Bloomberg

Deputy State Historic Preservation Ofticer
Minnesota Historical Society

345 W. Kellogg Blvd.

St. Paul, MN 55102-1906

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Swift County, MN

Dear Ms, Bloomberg:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 -+ 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swifl County, Minnesota (the “Line™). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports deseribing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the aftected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misfeading or incorrect, if you beflieve that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis {(SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NW.,
Washingion, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1 545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy 1o the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Y our comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. 1f there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.
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SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., Surre 101
WasHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

 SibNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR,

February 21, 2007

Swift County Board of County Commissioners
301 14" Street North County Courthouse
Benson, MN 56215-1106

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 443X} BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption ~ in Swift County, MN

Dear Sirs:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with the
Surface Transporiation Board (“STB”} a Notice of Exemption secking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (ihe “Line™). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STD's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,,
Washington, DO 20423-0001, Telephone (202} 565-15435, and refer to the above Docket No.
ADB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Becanse the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersignedy would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your cominents will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N'W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007, -

Thank vou in advance for your cooperation,

SmLLrLiv
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SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE101
WasHiNGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295.-3854

SIDNEY |.. STRICKLANIL JR.

February 21, 2007

Lawrence Zdon

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road N.

St. Paul, MIN 551554194

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr, Zdon;

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Boeard (“STB™) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please comtact the
Section of Environmental Anatysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 5651545, and refer 1o the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) wonld be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the conternplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W_, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.
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SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., Suive 101
WasHiNGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FaX: 202.295-3854

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.

PRI IR .
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February 21, 2007

Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources
520 Lafayette Road North
Saint Paul, MN 55155

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Swift County, MN

Dear Sir or Madam:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSE”) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board (*STB™) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon (.54
miles of railroad iine between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the “Line™). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic anatyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comuments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. [f there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.
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SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K S1. N.W., SuITE 11
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202.295-3854

SIDNEY L. STRICKLARD, )

February 21, 2007

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Geodetic Survey

1315 East-West Highway

Sitver Springs, MD 20910-3282

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X} BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Swift County, MN

Dear Sir or Madam:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”} plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.54
mifes of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton m Swift County, Minnesota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis {SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NN\W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1 545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA {with a copy to the
wndersipned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Y our comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W_, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.
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SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K S1. N.W., Suime 101
WasHINGTON, DG 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SINEY L. STRICKEA

Wi e TF

February 21, 2007

Minnesota Department of Administration
200 Administration Building

50 Sherburne Avenue

St, Paul, MN 55155

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X} BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Swift County, MN

Diear Sir or Madam:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota {the “Line™). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinert information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W,,
Washington, DC 20423.-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1345, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-G (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) wonld be appreciated within three weeks.

Y our comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 30530 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank vou in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

: ; ' "'/ ......... "

Sidney., - Stri ckland_; :lr.
Eficlosure
SLS/ecw
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SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K S7. N.W., SuiTe 101
WASHING TON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIONEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.
S rv'.r_-‘A_* R AR D T _“‘»“}'

February 21, 2007

Roman A. Fidler, Clerk/Treasurer
City of Appleton

323 West Schlieman Avenue
Appleton, MN 56208

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X} BNSF Raitway Company-—Abandomment
Exemption — in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr. Fidler:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNS¥F™) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB”} a Notice of Exemption secking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the “Line”™). Atiached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysts (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1543, and refer o the above Docket No.
AB-6 {(Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statufes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing Lhis action, your written comments io SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action, 1f there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite |01, Washington, DC 20007,

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely, .,
: P
~
A

Sidney L. Strickland, Jr.
Entlosure '
SLS/eew
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SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K S1. N.W., SUITe 1014
WaASHINGTON, DG 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-385%4

SILNEY L. STRICKLAND, Jit.

Febrpary 21, 2007

Mike Johnson

Swift County Parks, Drainage and Wetlands
1635 Hoban Avenue, Box 241

Benson, MN 56215

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 {(Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Raitway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr. Johnson:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“"BNSF™) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Enginecering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota {the “Line™). Atiached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a2 map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that wilt form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. i any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-15435, and refer 1o the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks,

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. I there are any questions concerning,
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation,

Sincerely,

,,
- 'r )

i /“‘\‘ et
" Sidney L, Strickland, Jr,
Englesiire

SL.8/cew
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SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., Suite 101
WASHINGTON, BC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SINEY L STRICK]L.AND, JR

T

Febroary 21, 2007

Skip Wright, Area Hydrologist
MN DNR Division of Waters
Box 457

Spicer, MN 56288

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Raitway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr. Wright:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption secking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the “l.ine”™). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and amy expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STBs independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable siatutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA {with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. 1f there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W,, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

STB Docket No. AR-6 {Sub. No. 449X)



